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Born of  my love of  medicine and art, Dratticus now 
enters the world. 

May he serve as a voice of  empowerment for every 
reader along their own personal journey through life.



On a clear night like 
this, it’s a spectacular 

view. And I’m taking 
one last look. 

The city I’ve called 
home my whole life. 

Melbourne.

Warm sun on your skin. 
Feeling exhausted after 

a good workout... a 
loved one’s voice. 

Little things Like this, 
we take for granted. 

it’s funny. You  never 
seem to miss them until 
they’re out of reach.



The line between 
life and death is 
a hair’s width. 

We’re never far from it, 
really, but it’s difficult 

to see the boundary.

where are you? 

you’re missing the party! 

on our way 

ding!

ding!



Yes

if we have to lol

haha don’t be mean. i 
will let you have some 
birthday cake :D

ding!



Blink and you 
would miss it. 

watch
out!

But from one moment 
to the next, your life will 
never be the same again.

A brush with death 
makes you appreciate 

the little things.

I should know. 
A week ago I 

was dead. 

Trust me.



So, what
have we got

today? 

Subject is a 
34 year old male 

who suffered from 
norman-wolfe 

syndrome.

You wouldn’t think it. he 
Looks healthy as a horse.

... in trials 
conducted by  
NU-GENX Corp.

you mean, our 
employer. and now 
they want to know

 why their pet 
project failed.

during his three months 
in hospital, He showed no 
response to this, or any 

course of treatment.

Right, 
let’s get 
going. I’m now 

making the 
‘Y’ incision.

!

 a rare 
genetic 

disorder.

Dr. james atticus, 
aka subject 15.

one week ago.

 He participated 
in experimental 
gene therapy...

He became comatose and 
was pronounced dead at 

0400 this morning.



I’d really
 rather you 
didn’t do 

that. 

This is 
embarrassing...

I’ve 
only got a 

sheet.

Yes, 
it seems

 so.

I don’t 
Believe it! 

You’re
alive?!

but how 
is this 

possible? 

but...
wait --

I’m a bit 
freaked out, 
so I’m gonna 
go now. Uh, 

THanks? 

Hendrickson. 
That doctor you 

ordered the urgent 
autopsy for?

Yeah, well he 
just got up and 

walked out
 of here.

 No...
I kid you 

not.



Doesn’t look good. 
Got to act fast.

You
ok? I’m 

alright. think I 
broke my arm...

bleedin’.

sit tight. Keep 
pressure on 
that wound. 

Oh my god!
 is everything 

ok? I- I know
first aid!

Call 
000. Stay 
with him.

Oh 
right...ok. 

I’ve got my 
mobile. 

Trucker looks like he’ll pull 
through. Hope the other 
driver can say the same. 

Hey! Can 
you hear 
me? Open 
your eyes!

now.



He’s not 
breathing. Got 
to get him on 
the ground.

Lucky he was 
wearing his 
seatbelt.

Got to keep the 
blood pumping. 

Come on....

breathe!



Breathe. 
Good...and 

out.

You’re 
healthy as 

can be.

I gave up 
coffee. 

I Can’t
imagine the 
morning 

without it.

 You 
don’t look 

so flash.

Just...
work you

 know. Long 
hours. 

So, just stop 
by reception 
and they’ll 
fix you up. 

ta. See 
you next time, 
Dr. Atticus.

Everything 
looks great 

Sally. 

Well, 
you’ve 

got more 
willpower 
than I do. 

it’s Really 
made a 

difference. 

Listen, I’m 
no doctor, 

but... are 
you ok?

Haha, Oh 
I’m fine, 
thanks. 

3 Months ago



She’s not 
wrong you 

know.

Ah! 
Jaz, you 
scared

me.

What are 
you talking 

about?

Sally Peters 
told me 

you looked 
like death.

Ah, thanks.
She told 
me too.

Hey, no 
worries. I’m 

just checking in, 
doctor to 

doctor.

I’m 
alright,
 really.

 Have
you thought 

about seeing a 
specialist?

There’s 
no treatment 

for Norman-Wolfe 
Syndrome. It’s a 
genetic anomaly.

Not in
 those exact 

words...

Are you?
Everyone is 

worried, 
James.

I mean, 
just this last 

month you’ve lost 
so much weight, you 
seem tired, old even, 

you’re pale as 
a ghost...

Why? The 
answer will be

the same.

I’ve been 
living with IT 

my whole 
life.



and I just 
want to do as 
much as I can 

until then.

Just
because I’m 

dying. 

I..you’re 
right. I’m

sorry.

We just 
haven’t found 

it yet.

Jaz...

I...

It’s not 
just about you, 

remember.

What
about us? What 

about...me?

James?

James!

h..

I know 
how this 

ends...
I know-

But...

maybe you 
should take

a break.

being a 
doctor...

Helping others, 
It gives me 
a purpose.

why
should I give
up the things

I love...

But what if 
a treatment 
does exist.

gun



He’s not responding...
been at it for a while 

now. But I have to 
keep going.

Wait! I- I can see his 
heart! Amazing! How 

is this possible!?

It’s in
 Ventricular

fibrillation --
it’s not pumping 

any blood.

MY...HANDS! 
THEY’RE...

GLOWING!

A SHOCK MIGHT RETURN 
IT TO A NORMAL RHYTHM. 
IF ONLY I HAD AN A.E.D!*

*automated external defibrillator. 

now.



He’s breathing!

GASP!

I...Gave an electric shock 
to reset the heart. But how?

You’re 
gonna be ok.

The Ambulance is
on the way.



Whoa! You did 
something to 

that Bloke-

Just
CPR.

Nah, 
mate. I saw it... 

something 
else. at any rate, 
you saved a life 

tonight.

is...jess
ok?

Jess?
Was there a
passenger?! 

Oh...no.

 brought 
him back 
to life!

Jess...

the Windshield is 
smashed, she could have...



We take our days 
for granted.

But every 
moment is 
precious.

When we brush close 
to the line between 

life & death...

I’ve been given a
second Chance at life. 

And I aim to 
find out why.

END: CHAPTER 1

It reminds us of how 
important those 

moments Really are.



END: CHAPTER 1

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE...
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